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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the productivity of a 
semiconductor processor by arranging loading and 
unloading cassettes in a load locking chamber to load 
and unload a plurality of wafers to remarkably reduce 
the numbers of switching operations of a shutter and the 
pressure reducing operations. 

CONSTITUTION: \Nhen a plasma process is finished, a 
first shutter 11 is opened in the state that a load 
locking chamber 10 is predetermined vacuum degree, 
wafers 4 are unloaded in number loaded on a table 2 in 
an unloading cassette 22 by a turning chuck 24. The 
unloaded wafers 4 are sequentially conveyed out from the 
lower portion of the cassette 22 by closing the shutter 
11, introducing Nj gas into the chamber 10 to return to 
the atmospheric pressure and then opening a second 
shutter 15. and sequentially contained from above 
through a third conveying path 29 in a third cassette 31. 
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